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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
	from :
	Council Secretariat

	to :
	Delegations

	Subject :
	Outcome of proceedings of the Working Party on Civil Protection held on 14 January 2009


Delegations will find attached the outcome of proceedings of the Working Party on Civil Protection, held on 14 January 2009.

ANNEX

I.
Working Party on Civil Protection
1. 
Czech Presidency Programme
The Presidency presented its programme, set out in 5123/09. Generally, the Presidency intended to put the emphasis on public awareness in the event of major disasters and, following adoption of the Commission Prevention Communication, on the prevention of such disasters too. The idea would be to have Council conclusions adopted during the Czech Presidency.

The Commission representative and all delegations welcomed these priorities.
2.
Seminar on Public Awareness to be held in Brno on 18-20 February 2009

5124/09

The Presidency announced that the seminar would focus on: 
- training of diplomatic personnel in the field of civil protection;
- public information and education aimed at the EU population;
- raising awareness as regards prevention measures within the EU and security of rescue personnel.
The aim is to identify issues to be addressed in a set of conclusions to be adopted under the Czech Presidency. 

Initial information on the seminar had been sent to delegations and the Presidency invited delegations to submit possible suggestions before 23 January.
3.
European Union guidelines on the implementation of the consular Lead State concept


16618/08
The Presidency reminded delegations that consular assistance designed to ensure an efficient and coordinated EU response to man-made or natural disasters in third countries could be supported by the Civil Protection Mechanism. It also reminded delegations that the General Affairs and External Relations Council on 8 December 2009 had approved guidelines on the consular "lead state" concept (16618/08) in order to strengthen consular cooperation further.
The Chairman of the Consular Cooperation Working Party (COCON) outlined the content of these non-binding guidelines. She said that a "lead state" had not been declared in all third countries. If no lead state was declared, the Presidency would normally be in the "lead".

The FR delegation considered that the cooperation during the Mumbai attack could serve as a good example for future interventions but underlined that the experience gained should be used to further improve the efficiency of future operations.

The Commission representative said that the Commission was in the process of drawing up a document that would further detail how the Mechanism can support consular cooperation, e.g. in the light of the Mumbai operation. This document would be circulated to delegations.
4.
Any Other Business

· Situation in Gaza
The Commission representative said that DG ECHO had already delivered important assistance and the situation was being closely monitored by the MIC and that information was being circulated via CECIS. Bearing in mind that a cease-fire was in prospect, the Commission wanted to hear delegations' views on the possible role of civil protection, both generally and regarding the Mechanism.

The BE delegation drew attention to the ongoing Belgian initiative to evacuate child victims from Gaza to Belgium, where they would receive medical treatment. The operation had a limited scope given the particularly complex situation. 

The FR, IT and GR delegations stressed the need for coordination of assistance at European level, with a leading role for the Commission. The BE and CY delegations expressed their willingness to offer assistance if needed.
The Presidency invited the Member States to keep the Commission and the Presidency informed of any potential plans for providing assistance.

· Republic of Moldova - Gas shortage
The Commission representative recalled that the MIC had been activated on 9 January at the request of Moldova to help the local population affected by the disruption to gas supplies during the ongoing dispute between Ukraine and the Russian Federation. Assistance had been provided by Austria in the form of large capacity heaters and electric generators. The Commission had financed the transport and a team of experts had been sent.

· Single European emergency number 112 (Brussels, 11 February 2009)
The Presidency and the Commission representative drew delegations' attention to the events organised on 11 February by the Commission and by the European Parliament, with the objective of promoting the "112" number and demonstrating its benefits for EU citizens.
· Symposium on Cartography and Geoinformatics for Early Warning and Emergency 
Management: Towards Better Solutions (Prague, 19-22 January 2009)
The Presidency stressed that this conference would focus on technology and research rather than on political aspects. About 100 participants had signed up, including some from outside the EU. The programme would focus on three main issues:

- frameworks and tools,

- technologies and infrastructures (e.g. GMES, INSPIRE),

- citizens in Early Warning and Emergency Management.
· Conference on "Enhancing CBRN Security" (Prague, 29-30 January 2009)
The Presidency drew delegations' attention to the CBRN Conference "Enhancing CBRN Security", organised by the Commission. The aim would be to conclude the work of the CBRN Task Force (chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear subgroups) by discussing the final report of the Task Force which would constitute a basis for the Commission policy package to be presented in June 2009.
· Eastern Partnership
The Presidency drew delegations' attention to the Commission Communication on an Eastern Partnership
 and said that the Working Party on Eastern Europe and Central Asia (COEST) was examining this file with the aim of concluding the work at the March European Council.

The Commission representative underlined that the Commission considered civil protection, including the Civil Protection Mechanism
, as an important feature in the context of cooperation on prevention of, preparedness for, and response to natural and man-made disasters. 

The idea would be to have a Programme of Prevention, Reduction and management of natural and man-made Disasters ("PPRD-East")
.
· Prevention Communication
The Commission representative announced that the Communication was scheduled for rapid adoption, possibly on 11 February. The Presidency announced that would the Communication be adopted at that date, the Communication would be presented at the ProCiv attachés meeting on 13 February.
II. Working Party on Civil Protection with the participation of experts in critical infrastructure protection
5.
Proposal for a Council Decision on a Critical Infrastructure Warning Information 
Network (CIWIN) - 15041/08 + ADD 1 -13, 5052/09 and 5102/08
The Presidency recalled that the PROCIV had examined Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the draft Decision at its meetings on 11 November and 1 December 2008. The CZ Presidency aimed to continue this work in close cooperation with the Commission and the Member States.

The DK
, CZ, DE, PL, NL and RO delegations entered general scrutiny reservations. These delegations stressed the need for detailed answers on several technical issues (see 5102/09) before proceeding with the examination. Some delegations proposed to continue discussions on the proposal in light of the outcome of a pilot project to be launched in May 2009.

In order to discuss technical issues, the Commission representative noted that an information meeting within the CIP contact points would be held in March 2009.

The Council Legal Service noted that PROCIV was the right forum to discuss legal questions, whilst technical issues could be addressed in a technical meeting outside the Council. 

The Presidency concluded that the PROCIV had completed a first reading of the proposal. Delegations were invited to submit additional written comments by 31 January 2009.

6.
Any Other Business
· The publication of the EPCIP Directive
The Presidency recalled that the Council Directive 2008/114/EC of 8 December 2008 on the identification and designation of European critical infrastructures and the assessment of the need to improve their protection had been published in Official Journal L 345 on 23 December 2008. 
The Commission representative said that an electronic version of the non-binding guidelines on this Directive would be sent to delegations and published in a manual available to Member States.

· CIP grants

The Commission representative said that the deadline for applications for grants under the 2009 budget was 27 February. In this context, the Commission services would organize an information meeting.
· Communication on the Programme for Critical Infrastructure Protection

The FI delegation inquired whether PROCIV would examine the Programme for Critical Infrastructure Protection ( 16932/09).

The Commission representative agreed that it would be useful to resume the discussion on the said programme and update relevant parts as appropriate. 







� 	16940/08 + the Commission staff paper in 16941/08.


� 	The intention would be to conclude Administrative Agreements to ensure that, over time, all partners could cooperate with MIC. Such an agreement has so far only been concluded with Ukraine.


� 	The PPRD east is a DG AIDCO initiative implemented in close collaboration with DG ENV. 


� 	The DK delegation also upheld its parliamentary scrutiny reservation.
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