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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS COMMISSION
45th meeting Kotka, Finland
21st - 24th May 2014.






Delegates/members present

	Name
	Country
	Name
	Country

	Roman Sykora (Chairman)
	Austria
	Herman Schreurs (Secretary)
	The Netherlands

	Bojan Hrepevnik
	Slovenia
	Igors Urbanovics
	Latvia

	Daniel Haggarty 
	United Kingdom
	Ilpo Tolonen
	Finland

	Denis Giordan
	France
	José Abrantes
	Portugal

	Dimosthenis Ragkavas
	Greece
	Jurgen Langenberg
	Germany

	Dirk Geens
	Belgium
	Mario Starčević
	Croatia

	Eszter Tasko-Szilagyi
	Hungary
	Martin van de Watering
	The Netherlands

	Gene Carlson
	USA
	Zdzislaw Salamonowicz
	Poland





Item 1. Opening
The chairman welcomed the delegates of the CTIF hazmat-commission. Ilpo receives thanks of the chairman for all the work that is done to organize the meeting.

Item 2. Roll Call of Delegates
Igors Urbanovics, a new delegate in the Hazmat commission, is welcomed by the chairman. Igors is representing Latvia. Apologies already received from: Denmark, Luxembourg, Spain and Sweden. 

Item 3. Adoption of Agenda
The revisit agenda is send to the attendees of this meeting.

Item 4. Minutes of the 44th meeting
No remakes were made. Everyone agrees with the minutes of the 44th meeting.

Item 5. Matters arising from the Minutes
Projects / items arising from the last autumn France meeting:
· Paper response to LNG incidents
· Ebola, members are asked to send the remarks to Herman so the commission can share next meeting
· Review of the nitrate guideline for first responders
· This item has been postponed to the next meeting
· Collection of rules of thumb regarding Hazmat / CBRN
· Chemical fatalities – what are the hazards for firefighters
· Mass decontamination – how is it organized in each country, what are the stakeholders opinions on the capability?
· New CBRN trends in terrorism – for what  scenarios are we preparing
· Flammable liquids in stores

Item 6. Chairman's Report
· The delegates welcomed the initiative that the number of participants in our hazmat commission will be extended with delegates of more countries. Roman received an email from Estonia that the delegate was not able to attent this meeting but the delegate will attend in future meetings. Cyprus and Ireland have also intentions to participate in the hazmat commission.
· Information papers (Ebola and alternative fuels) are published at the CTIF website, but it is still hard to find at the site.
· Roman held a presentation in name of our commission at the 21st about TIC’s and the role of first responders in Helsinki NBC 2015 conference.

· The secretary addresses the situation that there is no archive system for the Hazmat commission set up at this moment. An another problem is that files in the shared CTIF dropbox can be accidently deleted without the long term  possibility to restore these files. This has already happened a couple of times. The files and minutes of the Hazmat Commission are not properly filled. Therefor Herman has set up a Network Attached Storage (NAS) under his own management and supervision. The NAS can be accessed by www.filestation.dsmynas.com . With a app “Synology DS file” that can be downloaded in Apel-store and Playstore it is possible to access the archive of the hazmat commission also by phone or tablet. Herman gave al the delegates that are present at this meeting an access code to enter the archive of the CTIF hazmat commission. In the future dynamic data can also be found at the interactive database that Croatia is setting up at this moment. Till that time the shared dropbox is also available. In this way there will always be a copy of the files of the commission.

Item 7. Future meeting 2015: Poland, 
The next meeting of the commission will take place from 10 till 13 September 2015 in Warsaw. Travel date is the 9th of September. The location of the meeting is Hotel Fort. The invitation will be send in July. 

Item 8. Future meeting 2016: 
Mario will try to make arrangements so that the spring meeting 2016 can  be held in Croatia.

Item 9. Follows of common projects
EU projects
Denis gave a presentation about EU projects. A lot of those projects do not meet the need of firefighters although the aim of most of the EU projects is that they are intented to give solutions for firefighters during incidents. In two programs CBRN knowledge is shared: EDEN and Driver. For these two programs is € 50M available. Of both of the projects it is very doubtful if an how these projects will meet the expectations for firefighters.  

The Questions of Dennis Davis (vice president of the CTIF) were discussed about the consortium of the projects.  The EU want to develop a practitioners network. The proposal is that CTIF can act as technical advisors or as technical evaluations. Quevauviller (DG HOME of EU) will be asked to attend the CTIF meeting in Poland he can explain the organization of EU projects. We can than discuss with him the role of the CTIF or individual countries.

ISO 17840
The commission of extraction and new technologies asked our commission to support them with the ISO 17840. This support was a success, the first meeting already had taken place with the car manufacturer industries.

New items arising from the nation reports and commission projects of this meeting:
· Lessons learnt paper on fluorinated foam (PFOS, F+, ….)
· HERCA (Heads of European Radiological Competent Authorities ) WENRA (Western European Nuclear Regulators Association)Letter proposition CTIF
· Sheltering, evacuation and iodine intake evacuation
· Telematics, paper replacement, e-paper
· How to get information of the load of the transport on scene?
· Develop a paper for information needs to set up Hazmat course / education for firefighters, delegates will send the information to Zdzislaw.



Item 10. National reports and lessons learnt 
(Presentations can be found in the shared CTIF dropbox and the new archive system “www.filestation.dsmynas.com”)

Finland 
· Presentation about oil spill response in Kotka Area. 
· Presentation about spreading of nuclear material in case of a nuclear incident. Case study Tsjernobyl, presentation can be found on dropbox and is for internal use only in the commission.
· The first of June the Seveso 3 2015 will start. The fire brigade in Finland made a uniform information paper. The paper is a draft version and can be used by other countries. There are two versions, a paper and e digital version. The information papers are intended for use for civilians living in the influence of Seveso objects. The information papers are available at the dropbox. Herman mentioned that in the Netherlands that information is available via a public website, also available in English: http://nederland.risicokaart.nl/risicokaart.html.
USA
· Unit trains, 100 or more cars of the same product. Problems with large amount of Bakken Crude.
· Avian flu H5N1, now in 14 US States. The solution at this moment is destructing the infected birds.
· Problem with liquid manure. When using gypsum (CaSO4) in the bedding for cows, to mitigate infections by young cows. When gypsum is falling into the manure H2S can be formed.
· Gene has a leaflet for emergency response to farms and also an emergency card for agriculture incidents. Gene will send a copy of the leaflet to the delegates of the commission.
· Gene has a CD with information on how to handle with aversive dogs, this will pop up with terrorism related incidents. Denis mentioned that In France there are specialized fire brigade units to handle animals (also exotic animals).
Poland
· In Poland there are reviewing the course of hazmat teams. Delegates are asked to deliver the national hazmat programs. In September there will then be a presentation with a comparison of al the national programs.
· Poland is building more effective hazmat teams. Therefor new Hazmat truck are bought. If we want to have more information about that we can send an email.
· In Poland there are a lot small factories that are closed but that have still ammonia in the cooling system. The question is how other countries handle with this “problem”. The general answer is that in most cases this is handled by environmental agencies at local level. The fire brigade can advise these agencies.
Latvia
· The organization of the Latvia response organization is presented to the commission.


UK
· A Nitric Acid incident what did take place in UK is presented to the commission.
· Presentation of the Sheffield Plastic fire. The fire burned for 3 days. Maybe this could be a topic to the commission to make a paper about this topic.
· www.cfoa.org.uk/17512 Impressing presentation about the response to fire.
· https://fireandrescue-public.com/paes/Projects-in-progress.aspx You can find guidelines for first responders to fire response. Also in UK a lot of procedures are reviewed.
Germany
· Transportation dangerous goods: There are papers made in the resent past by the CTIF-hazmat committee about telematics information for first responders. In railroad transport there is a tendency to change transport information to tablets. A few weeks ago there was a meeting about this topic in Germany. A couple of remarks were made. 1) the tablet must be taken out easy and 2) the data at the tablet should be readable directly and easy. There will be a coupling with e-Call and HEERO. The result is that no transport document in an incident linked with an automatic process eCall will be entirely to request the EU. Europe starts in the autumn to develop alternative approaches led out of the European I-HEERO project by the IRU. Chances are that the outcome of the European process is other than ours and that Trans Forward on term waybill will have to adapt to EU standards. The reduction of transport information on paper is not only in railroad but also on road transport. A wrking group will work on this item. We also propose to publish our telematics paper made by the CTIF-Hazmat commission at the website of the CTIF.
· The internet page of www.vfdb-10.de is available in English language. Also some other documents are already translated in English. At www.idf.nrw.de service/download/rechtsforschifte you can find rules that apply for firefighters. The FwDV100 (command and control) is already translated in English and can be found at http://www.idf.nrw.de/projekte/pg_fwdv/pdf/fwdv_100_engl_org.pdf.The FwDV500 (CBRN) is not translated at this moment.
· Placards on fright: Jürgen heard that the placards will be probably smaller. Jürgen asked is anybody recognized this. None of the delegates recognised that the labels will be smaller.
· Information of Intershutz: At www.intershutz.de you can find the information about the exhibition. This exhibition will be one of the biggest exhibitions.
Hungary
· Presentation of the development of CBRN hazmat-units in Hungary. One of the 19 units also has the Hapsite GC/MS. The CBRN Hazmat teams are formed by professional firefighters, no volunteers. In the statistics is was found that in the cities where the most hazmat incidents. 16% of the hazmat incidents are related with transport. Also in the total of hazmat incidents 25% are “white powder” related and 17% is smoke related. In October there will be a CBRN Hazmat competition for all the CBRN hazmat teams. The competition takes two weeks. Theoretical and practical tests make part of the competition. In the next spring meeting the results of the competition will be presented.
· 7 vans with mobile detection systems are available in Hungary, (neutron an gamma detection). In total in 2014 the vans were used 217 times.
· The commission discussed on the topic of transport of nuclear material and the role of the fire brigade. The different procedures and the roles of fire brigades in the nuclear transport are shared.
Slovenia
· Presentation of a warehouse with restaurant articles. In the fire was  lot of PVC and N2O-cylinders, but also burning gel, for stoves. Be aware that the fire spread very quick.
· Presentation of fire in a warehouse for vegetables. A lot of plastic crates were inside and the risks of explosion of ammonia cooling gas.
· Slovenia is developing a new hazmat program for volunteer in Hazmat.
Greece
· Presentation about a large chemical accident in a refinery. The incident took place during maintenance at a naphtha installation. 6 people went to hospital. This incident is under investigation so more information can be shared next meeting.
· Problem at the moment is de expiration of CBRN equipment that can’t be replaced due lack of money. Also personal protective equipment is not always certified anymore. There is a discussion about certification of laboratories. This year in autumn there will be a meeting to discuss about the new goals in CBRN response. This is as well organisation as material.
Croatia
· Presentation on the progress of the Interactive data base of dangerous goods. The website is already accessible. Mario gave a demonstration of the database. It is also possible to store the CTIF hazmat commission files. There is also an app to use the database. The commission discussed the use of the dangerous good part of the Interactive database. The delegates will get an access code to test the interactive database. Next meeting we can discuss how the CTIF Hazmat commission can support the initiative.
Belgium
· Presentation Incident of ALMIRA loaded with styrene at the boarder of The Netherlands and Belgium.
· Presentation of application to have an overview of the incident scene. The link to the youtube presentation is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZI--EboMKRA&feature=youtu.be
· Presentation of the restructuring of the Belgium fire brigades. Belgium is in transit to only regional fire brigades. This also means that there will be a restructuring and minimize hazmat teams.
· Belgium is researching the use of SAVER, an effect modelling system.
Portugal
· Presentation of the new structure of the fire brigade in Portugal. Portugal got 29.387 firefighters divided over 449 fire brigades. Also the hazmat structure and education was presented.


France
· Compliments to all the delegates who presented the statistics on hazmat organisation and hazmat incidents of their country.
· Denis presented the numbers of hazmat incidents (6934 hazmat related incidents of which 343 radiological related incidents). In France have separated recognisance in Hazmat and recognisance in radiological units to have a good knowledge of specialised not often occurring incidents.
· Incidents where discussed that occur past time included the attack at Charly Ebdo.
· A doctrine in CBRN incidents for the cooperation police and fire service was explained.
· Presentation of Mirion Technologies Detection & Identification seminar Nice 15-17 October about the Rapid Nuclear Action Force (FARN). 300 staff and national and regional bases.
· Presentation Hazmat, risks and securing mustard gas shell recovery, a Case study about a 120Kg shell found in the woods.
· Presentation about small scale decontamination. France discovered a hole in the decontamination organisation with small scale decontamination. Ideas are exchanged with the delegates.
· Herca Wenra, European Association. New approach on nuclear accident and cross boarder coordination. Problem is that they did not involve Fire brigade. This item will be piked up by a workgroup.
The Netherlands
· Presentation of incidents in the Netherlands: HCL leak on highway, Styrene leak at the Schelde and two fires with asbestos release. The commission discussed about the area with possible asbestos contamination. We will share lesson learned.
· Presentation follow-up Ebola procedure.
· Discussion about fluorinated foam and the new EU-regulations. In Germany they go to 0% of Fluor in foam. Decided is to share lessons learned. A working group will work on this item.
· Discussion op WP15 ADR. The CTIF-hazmat commission want to be involved in advising the decision makers of EU and UN. The request to al delegates to come in contact with the representatives in the working group WP15 and/or the ministry of transport. We can use the contacts to give them advise or information at this topic.
· Presentation about tank truck explosion, Blow off of unmanned LNG installation, Incident at Medical Faculty with unknown bio-hazard. 11 ton Sulphuric in sewer and Moerdijk fire no. 3. Information about LNG training facilities can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtP2JrpB5IY. A working group will discuss the use of this film to raise awareness with LNG-incidents.
Austria
· Roman explains topics within the Austria fire brigade:
· New guidelines for:
· Carbon monoxide formation during  wood pellets storages
· Hazmat incidents in drain systems
· Explosion protections
· Personal protection equipment for high rise rescue  and hazmat substances . Roman asked if delegate know a solution for this problem
· Rule of the use of carbon dioxide extinguisher in small rooms from labour health inspectorate (dropbox)
· Drones for firefighting operations
· New tactics for car incidents 
· There are rumours that the ADR limited quantities will change. Like the removal of labels.
· Stemrad belt (“promotion” from a companie)
· Gas response report (the use and effect of water spray with chlorine / ammonia leaks) will be presented at the autumn Poland meeting.

Lamor Corporation - Oil Spill Response Solution
Petter Kronvall Sales Manager Europe, Lamor Corporation Ab
Presentation: Introduction to Lamor, Overview different types of oil spill response equipment, Case study Godafoss, Oslo Fjord February 2011.

Item 15	Working Group Report & Proposals
The three “old” working groups Operations, Law and regulations and CBRN are dismissed as agreed last autumn meeting. Working groups are formed according to the topics that are adopted during the meetings.
There are three chairman available for the working groups, Denis, Ilpo and Jürgen.

Working group Denis
· HERCA (Heads of European Radiological Competent Authorities ) WENRA (Western European Nuclear Regulators Association) common positions
Eszter and Denis compared the Hungary and France situation about evacuation, shelter and iodine distribution in case of a nuclear incident. The working group made three CTIF hazmat positions about the Hencra Wenra point of view. The commission adopted the outcome of the working group on the topic of Herca Wenra. Final presentation of the statement of our commission is in the shared dropbox. The draft letter to hand over to the presidents of Herca Wenra is send to Roman and Herman.
· Education and training courses for hazmat and CBRN
Zdzislaw presented the Hazmat training course information to collect and analyze. The request is to send to Zdzislaw in English, course schedules an some practical training description or board on the hazmat courses. Presentation can be found in the dropbox.

Working group Ilpo
· Flammable liquids in shops
The working group discussed the different regulations about the storage of flammable liquids in shops. Lessons learned were shared with the commission.
· LNG
The working group gave compliments to the film that was made by Falck and the unified fire department of the Netherlands. The working group asked all the delegates to take note of the content of the film. The film gives excellent background information for instructions and response to LNG incidents. A additional paper to the Swedish LNG response guideline was already made by the group to share within the countries. More information can be found in the minutes of the working group and are located in the dropbox of the commission.



Working group Jürgen
· Telematics / ePaper
The proposal is made that the delegates of our commission come in contact with advisors and decision makers in their own country. A couple of remarks were made by the working group. More information can be found in the minutes of the working group.
· Fluorine in foam forming agent
A evaluation of the current situation was made by the working group. The working group need to collect more information to have more clear what the impact will be on the fire brigade. The request to the delegates  is to collect information about how every country handle with this problem. More information can be found in the minutes of the working group.

Item 17	Any Other Business
No any other business.

Item 18	Departure information by Ilpo
Departure information is given to all the attendees of the meeting.

Item 19	Closing session
Ilpo was thanked for Finland being such a gracious host. He was thanked by all for the tremendous job she did in organizing the meeting and the program. The traveling CTIF flag was presented to Zdzislaw for the meeting in Poland.


Herman Schreurs NL (secretary) - Roman Sykora A (chairman)
May 2015
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	No.
	Who
	 Action
	Status

	1
	All delegates
	In Poland there are reviewing the course of hazmat teams. Delegates are asked to deliver the national hazmat programs to Zdzislaw. In September there will then be a presentation with a comparison of all the national programs
	started

	2
	All delegates
	Ebola paper
The delegates  are asked to send the remarks to Herman, so the commission can share next meeting
	started

	3
	All delegates
	Lessons learnt paper on fluorinated foam (PFOS, F+, …)
The request to the delegates  is to collect information about how every country handle with this problem
	started

	4
	All delegates
	Electronic shipping papers in the future?

What is known at this time?
Contact with advisors and decision makers in your own country (ministry for transport,…?)
The delegates  are asked to collect the informations till the next meeting in Poland
	started

	5
	All delegates
	The CTIF-hazmat commission want to be involved in advising the decision makers of EU and UN. 
The request to all delegates to come in contact with the representatives in the working group WP15 and/or the ministry of transport. 
	started

	6
	Roman
	HERCA (Heads of European Radiological Competent Authorities ) WENRA (Western European Nuclear Regulators Association)
Evacuation, shelter and iodine distribution in case of a nuclear incident
	Draft letter from WG Denis to the CTIF president, afterwards to the organizations
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